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T
he ´dhaeroZ,µ an elYen Werm meaning ´face of
shadoZ,µ ´hearW of nighW,µ or ´WraiWor,µ haYe
become Whe droZ, fearsome inhabiWanWs of Faer�n·s
Underdark. In Whe Wales of Whe sXrface elYes, Whe
droZ are eYil incarnaWe, cXrsed b\ Whe Seldarine
and fXll\ deserYing of Wheir faWe Whanks Wo Wheir
embrace of dark poZers sXch as GhaXnadaXr, also

knoZn as ThaW Which LXrks, and LolWh Whe Spider QXeen.
HoZeYer, more knoZledgeable scholars see more nXance in Whe

hisWor\ of Whe Fair Folk. The gold elYes of Ar\Yandaar argXabl\
maWched Whe dark elYes of Il\Whiir in Wheir crXelW\, \eW all Whe dark
elYes Zere sZepW Xp in Whe DescenW of Whe DroZ, Zhile none of Whe
gold elYes sXffered a comparable faWe. Onl\ recenWl\ has Whe hisWor\
of oWher droZ been sWXdied, sXch as Whose descended from Whe
peacefXl dark elYes of Mi\eriWar. ReYealed here for Whe ÀrsW Wime
are Whe faWes of Whese forgoWWen dark elf refXgees of Whe CroZn Wars
and Whe haYens creaWed for Whem b\ Whe Fair Folk of Illefarn.

TKH CURZQ WDUV
The elYen CroZn Wars (-12000 DR Wo -9000 DR) erXpWed more
Whan WhirWeen millennia ago, piWWing elf againsW elf for 3,000 \ears.
AW Whe Wime, Whe greaWesW elYen naWions inclXded Ar\Yandaar
(Modern: High ForesW), dominaWed b\ gold elYes; Eiell�r (Modern:
WinWerZood), dominaWed b\ green elYes; Illefarn (Modern: ZesW of
Whe RiYer Dessarin from Ardeep ForesW Wo Whe NeYerZinWer Woods),
dominaWed b\ moon elYes and green elYes; Il\Whiir (Modern:
EasWern Shaar), dominaWed b\ dark elYes; KelWormir (Modern: Amn
and TeWh\r), dominaWed b\ moon elYes and green elYes; Mi\eriWar
(Modern: High Moor), dominaWed b\ dark elYes and green elYes;
Orishaar (Modern: The Shaar), dominaWed b\ moon elYes; ShanWel
OWhreier (Modern: WesWern HearWlands Xp Wo MisW\ ForesW),
dominaWed b\ moon and gold elYes; S\zrpiir (Modern: AnkkZood
and ChondalZood), dominaWed b\ green elYes; and Thearn\Waar
(Modern: ThornZood), dominaWed b\ green elYes.

The FirsW CroZn War (-12000 DR Wo -11300 DR) began ZiWh Whe
rise of Whe V\shaanWar Empire. AfWer cenWXries of frXiWless
diplomac\, HoXse V\shaan, Whe impaWienW, grasping rXlers of
Ar\Yandaar, aWWacked Mi\eriWar and began pXWWing poliWical pressXre
on ShanWel OWhreier Wo join Whem or sXffer Whe same faWe. WiWhin WZo
cenWXries, Ar\Yandaar had anne[ed Mi\eriWar, driYing mXch of iWs
popXlaWion inWo e[ile. HoZeYer, a nXmber of Mi\eriWari clans and
sWrongholds resisWed and conWinXed Wo ÀghW, and Mi\eriWar Zas noW
fXll\ conqXered for anoWher ÀYe hXndred \ears. The FirsW CroZn
War ended ZiWh Ar\Yandaar fXll\ in conWrol of Mi\eriWar, WenXoXs
peace accords beWZeen Whe V\shaanWar Empire and ShanWel
OWhreier, and Illefarn clinging Wo iWs precioXs neXWraliW\.

The Second CroZn War (-11700 DR Wo -11200 DR) erXpWed
dXring Whe ÀrsW, afWer Whe dark elYes of Il\Whiir aWWacked Whe moon
elYes of Orishaar (disWanW bXW major Wrading parWners of
Ar\Yandaar) Wo Whe ZesW. Some claim Whe aWWack Zas in reYenge for
Ar\Yandaar·s assaXlW on Mi\eriWar, Zhile oWhers claim Whe Il\Whiiri
had descended inWo saYager\, embracing dark poZers like
GhaXnadaXr and folloZing Whe dark Zhispers of Whe balor knoZn as
Wendonai. Orishaar fell qXickl\ Wo Whe sXrprise aWWack, and S\zrpiir
fell a cenWXr\ laWer (-11600 DR). B\ -11500 DR, Eiell�r and
Thearn\Waar had banded WogeWher againsW Il\Whiir. In -11450 DR, Whe
WZo realms coXnWeraWWacked (ZiWh minimal sXpporW from KelWormir
and ShanWel OWhreier), in a campaign knoZn as Whe Sable Wars.

The Second CroZn War ended ZiWh Il\Whiir WriXmphanW and Eiell�r
and Thearn\Waar in rXins.

The Third CroZn War (-10900 DR Wo -10600 DR) saZ conÁicW
erXpW beWZeen Ar\Yandaar and ShanWel OWhreier WhaW ended ZiWh Whe
desWrXcWion of Whe laWWer, ZiWh Whe e[cepWion of Ardeep, Zhich
conWinXed Wo resisW XnWil -10460 DR. The FoXrWh CroZn War
(-10450 DR Wo -10000 DR) piWWed Il\Whiir againsW KelWormir and
Ar\Yandaar and ended onl\ ZiWh Whe inWerYenWion of Whe Seldarine.
AfWer Ar\Yandaar anne[ed Illefarn in -9900 DR, Where Zere none Wo
oppose Whem occXp\ing all Whe elYen realms e[cepW for KelWormir
b\ -9800 DR. The FifWh (and Ànal) CroZn War (-9200 DR Wo -9000
DR) began ZiWh Whe FirsW ProclamaWion of Whe ElYen CoXrW. As
noble hoXses across Whe V\shaanWar Empire moYed inWo open reYolW,
Whe ElYen CoXrW, Whe YarioXs Seldarine priesWhoods, and long-
hidden High Mages resWored pockeWs of resisWance and freedom
across Whe enWire V\shanWaar Empire, fragmenWing Ar\Yandaar·s
armies and lo\al noble hoXses Wo limiW Wheir coordinaWion. In Whe
end, HoXse V\shaan Zas desWro\ed, and Whe enWire V\shanWaar
Empire crXmbled aZa\.

The WZo greaWesW eYenWs of Whe CroZn Wars WhaW sWill haYe impacW
in Whe Realms Woda\ are Whe Dark DisasWer (in -10500 DR) and Whe
DescenW of Whe DroZ (in -10000 DR). The Dark DisasWer XWWerl\
desWro\ed Whe foresW realm of Mi\eriWar, leaYing Whe blasWed
ZasWeland WhaW is noZ Whe High Moor. The DescenW of Whe DroZ (as
iW is knoZn Wo Whe Fair Folk of Whe Realms AboYe) or Whe CXrse of
Whe Seldarine (as iW Zas knoZn Wo Whe dark elYes of iWs Wime)
Wransformed Whe dark elYes of Faer�n inWo Whe droZ.

HDYHQV RI ML\HULWDU
DXring Whe FirsW CroZn War (-12000 DR Wo -11300 DR), Illefarn
remained neXWral as Ar\Yandaar aWWacked Mi\eriWar. HoZeYer,
I\iliWar NarlaWha ´Whe DragonqXeenµ AXglaWhla secreWl\
s\mpaWhi]ed ZiWh Whe faWe of Mi\eriWari refXgees driYen from Wheir
homeland b\ Whe armies of Ar\Yandaar.

WiWh Whe i\iliWar·s secreW blessing, Whe High Mages of Illefarn seW
aboXW consWrXcWing a series of hidden safe haYens for Whe refXgees,
cloaked b\ magic and naWXral feaWXres from Whe pr\ing e\es of Whe
diYiners of Ar\Yandaar. BoWh Ascarle (Modern: off Whe coasW of Whe
island of Trisk) and Jhachalkh\n (Modern: Whe Xpper NorWhdark
beneaWh Whe soXWheasWern NeYerZinWer Woods) Zere creaWed as safe
haYens as a resXlW of NarlaWha·s decision Wo secreWl\ inWerYene,
Zhile repXrposing Whe CiWadels of TeXrmaXrael (Modern: Spine of
Whe World near Whe headZaWers of Whe RiYer SXrbrin) proYed Wo be a
ÁaZed efforW Wo do Whe same.

The Mi\eriWari safe haYens Zere linked Wo IiloriYaedon, Whe
norWhern capiWol of Illefarn, Yia song-paths (portal chains accessed
Yia song). Each song-path Wook mXlWiple hops in hopes of deWerring
Ar\Yandaaran spies Zho mighW Wr\ Wo inÀlWraWe IiloriYaedon and
discoYer Zhere Whe refXgees had Áed. For e[ample, Whe song-path
WhaW linked IiloriYaedon Wo Whe safe haYen of Ascarle began ZiWh a
portal in Whe soXWheasWern NeYerZinWer Woods (Modern: AgaWha·s
Lair) WhaW linked Wo a caYe on AsharlalX (Modern: Finback Island
off Whe Whalebones, WallesW of Whe chain). From Where Whe same
Yariable portal coXld be Xsed Wo WraYel onZards Wo an isolaWed sea
crag knoZn as TorinWhar (Modern: small island off Whe easWern coasW
of RXaWh\m called ´InWharµ b\ some). The joXrne\ When reqXired a
shorW sea Yo\age Wo a Whird siWe on Whe easWern shore of Whe isle of
Calamhael (Modern: RXaWh\m) knoZn as Q\rinWhar (also
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called ´InWharµ b\ some), from Zhence Whe WraYeler coXld Ànall\
reach Ascarle Yia a Whird portal.

AVFDUOH
The dark elf ciW\ of Ascarle began as a Mi\eriWari safe haYen dXring
Whe FirsW CroZn War in -11792 in Whe shalloZ ZaWers off Whe isle of
Trisk, ZesWern isle of Whe PXrple Rocks, in Whe hearW of Whe Trackless
Sea bXried beneaWh Whe Sea of MoYing Ice. The siWe Zas selecWed
for iWs hidden beaXW\, for Whe sea Áoor in Whe area Zas Zarmed b\
Xndersea YenWs, and Whe shalloZ ZaWers sXrroXnding Ascarle Zere
rife ZiWh coral and sea life. The gleaming sWrXcWXres of Ascarle
Zere magicall\ consWrXcWed of red coral and cr\sWal, giYing rise Wo
iWs moniker, Whe CiW\ of Fire and Ice.

ML\HULWDUL HDYHQ (-11792 DR WR -9797 DR)
From Whe ÀrsW arriYal of Whe Fair Folk on Faer�n Wo Whe end of Whe
CroZn Wars, Whe Sea of MoYing Ice e[Wended farWher soXWh Whan iW
does Woda\, enYeloping Whe norWhern isles of GXndarlXn, TXern, Whe
Ice Peak, Whe PXrple Rocks, and UmXkek in ice. IW is WhoXghW b\
some scholars of OsWoria WhaW Whis Zas dXe Wo Whe presence of UlXWiX
and his enchanWed necklace, ere he sailed for Whe Cold Sea, Zhich
laWer became Whe GreaW Glacier.

Ascarle Zas a mosW XnXsXal ciW\, for iWs iniWial inhabiWanWs Zere
dark elYen refXgees from Mi\eriWar Zho liYed in air-Àlled caYerns
beneaWh Whe Trackless Sea. The mosW prominenW Mi\eriWari clans Wo
seWWle here Zere ColYiis, IldroXn, MeiriW\n, Olirimm, RelnaraWh,
SeiWhemmir, and TraWhWaer. HoZeYer, noW Xnlike Wheir kin in far-off
Eiell�r and S\orpiir, Whe inhabiWanWs of Ascarle emplo\ed High
Magic Wo Wransform WhemselYes inWo sea elYes. (Unlike Wheir blXe-
Winged Inner Sea coXsins, Whe GreaW Sea ElYes of Ascarle Zere
radianW in differenW shades of deep greens, ZiWh irregXlar paWches of
broZn sWriped WhroXgh Wheir bodies.) From Wheir Xndersea capiWal,
Whe sea elYes of Ascarle spread oXW across Whe Áoor of Whe Trackless
Sea and be\ond, eYenWXall\ foXnding sXch realms as AXmraXWh
(beWZeen TharsXlW and Whe moXWh of Whe RiYer ScelpWar),
IXmaWhiashae (off Whe coasW of EYermeeW), Mlossae (amongsW Whe
ShipgraYe Isles off Whe coasW of HalrXaa), and Nindrol (aroXnd
Toaridge-aW-Whe-SXn·s SeWWing in Whe NelanWher Isles).

In ²9797 DR, in Whe Zake of Whe FoXrWh CroZn War and Whe
DescenW, Whe neZl\ Wransformed droZ of HoXse Fe\-Branche of
Jhachalkh\n sacked Illefarn·s norWhern capiWol ciW\ of IiloriYaedon,
Xsing Whe preWe[W of Whe Ar\Yandaaran occXpaWion as jXsWiÀcaWion
for Wheir assaXlW on Whose Zho had giYen Whem sancWXar\. DXring Whe
assaXlW, Whe droZ capWXred Lad\ RaerinWiira AXglaWhla, daXghWer of
I\iliWar NiiraeWh AXglaWhla, and WorWXred her XnWil she reYealed
secreWs of Whe song-paths leading Wo Ascarle and oWher safe haYens
(Lad\ RaerinWiira AXglaWhla sWill e[isWs, haYing arisen as a banshee,
noZ knoZn as AgaWha, in despair oYer her beWra\al of Whe
refXgees.)

Armed ZiWh Whis neZ informaWion, HoXse Fe\-Branche senW
scoXWs WhroXgh Whe song-path Wo Ascarle Wo deWermine Whe faWe of
Wheir kin. When Whe scoXWs reporWed back WhaW Whe dark elYen clans
of Ascarle had escaped Whe same faWe b\ becoming sea elYes prior
Wo Whe CXrse of Whe Seldarine, MaWriarch ElYraema Fe\-Branche
Zas Àlled ZiWh fXr\, and she dispaWched her arm\ of droZ Zarriors
WhroXgh Whe song-path leading Wo Whe CiW\ of Fire and Ice. The sea
elYes of Ascarle Zere caXghW Zholl\ XnaZare b\ Whe inYading force
and mosW of Whe popXlaWion Zas slaXghWered b\ droZ blades. Onl\
Whose Ascarleans Zho Zere aZa\ from Whe ciW\ sXrYiYed, inclXding
scions of HoXses IldroXn and MeiriW\n, Áeeing soXWh inWo Zarmer
ZaWers far from Whe reach of Whe droZ.

WKLVSHUHG SHFUHWV (-9797 DR WR -8921 DR)
In Whe cenWXries WhaW folloZed, HoXse Fe\-Branche held rXined
Ascarle and iWs WreasXres Zhile e[ploring Whe VasW Deep. In Whe
ab\ssal depWhs of Whe Trackless Sea (Modern: off Whe coasW of PorW
LlasW), Whe\ discoYered P\ara\, Whe Whisperer of Impossible
SecreWs. This ancienW primordial had long been imprisoned in Whe
ocean depWhs, boXnd Where b\ Whe bron]e dragons of Whe Clanlands
of AXjirkepeskhesjing, Zho had rXled Whe Trackless Sea from circa
-29900 DR XnWil UlXWiX·s arriYal in -25500 DR.
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P\ara\ spoke Wo Whe droZ, promising Whem eldriWch secreWs in
e[change for his freedom. Heeding Whe siren call of ab\ssal horrors
WhaW serYed him, HoXse Fe\-Branche agreed, and P\ara\ Zas
Xnleashed in -9200 DR WhroXgh Whe Xse of a dark riWXal akin Wo High
Magic. UnbeknoZnsW Wo Whe droZ, Whe demon lord Dagon, Prince of
Whe Darkened DepWhs, had been ZaiWing an eWerniW\ for jXsW Whis
momenW. As Whe Whisperer of SecreWs Zas released, Dagon opened
a portal Wo his realm in Whe Ab\ss on Whe ocean Áoor (a portal WhaW
conWinXes Wo drain Whe Trackless Sea inWo Whe 89Wh la\er of Whe
Ab\ss eYen Woda\). P\ara\ Zas sZepW aZa\ inWo a prison of
Dagon·s making, and HoXse Fe\-Branche foXnd iWself serYing a
neZ masWer.

The droZ Zere forced Wo ZiWhdraZ from Ascarle in -8921 DR
Zhen Whe melWing ice of Whe sXrroXnding seas reYealed Whe ciW\·s
e[isWence Wo Whe sXrface Zorld and WhXs risked discoYer\ b\ Whe Fair
Folk of Whe Realms aboYe. The lasW droZ Wo leaYe Zas MaWriarch
ElYraema Fe\-Branche, Zho Zas mXrdered b\ her eldesW daXghWer
dXring Whe decampmenW and lefW Wo gXard Whe porWal aW Q\rinWhar as
a droZ banshee.

GXDUGLDQV RI AVFDUOH (-8896 DR WR -39 DR)
AfWer Whe deparWXre of HoXse Fe\-Branche, Whe rXins of Ascarle la\
XngXarded for seYeral \ears. In -8896 DR, Whe rXined ciW\ Zas
claimed b\ UrlhaXmmaXWhir, a bron]e Z\rm descended from Whe
dragons of ancienW AXjirkepeskhesjing, as his lair. HaYing long ago
discoYered Whe portal Wo Whe Ab\ss opened b\ Dagon,
UrlhaXmmaXWhir came Wo Ascarle Wo safegXard ZhaW Whe droZ had
ZroXghW, as his line had pledged Wo do Zhen Whe Whisperer of
SecreWs Zas ÀrsW imprisoned.
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Slarkrethel the Kraken

For millennia WhereafWer, Whe GXardian of Ascarle and his heirs
gXarded Whe rXined CiW\ of Fire and Ice, keeping ZaWch oYer Whe
droZ-bXilW Wemple of P\ara\ in Whe depWhs. EYenWXall\, one of his
line sXccXmbed Wo Whe Whisperer of SecreWs, Zhose madness-
indXcing Yoice coXld sWill be heard beneaWh Whe ZaYes of Ascarle,
eYen WhoXgh he Zas locked aZa\ in Dagon·s prison in Whe Ab\ss.

In Whe Year of Whe Ab\ssal Choir (-39 DR), TaXnW]oWh, lasW of Whe
GXardians of Ascarle, became conYinced WhaW a m\sWerioXs
oYerdragon she dXbbed Whe ´Unseenµ becaXse she coXld neYer Ànd
an\ Wrace of him, Zas sWalking her, inWending Wo enslaYe her and
force her Wo bear his offspring³dragons Zho ZoXld be born aliYe
and Zhole, and ZoXld eaW and Wear Wheir Za\s oXW of her, killing her
horribl\. She abandoned Ascarle, leaYing iW XngXarded for Whe ÀrsW
Wime in millennia, and relocaWed Wo Whe isle of Finback amongsW Whe
Whalebones.

RLVH RI WKH KUDNHQ (244 DR WR PUHVHQW)
In Whe Year of Whe Elfsands (244 DR), Whe kraken SlarkreWhel
chanced Xpon Whe rXins of Whe ancienW elYen ciW\ of Ascarle in Whe
Trackless Sea. The WroYe of lore bXried ZiWhin Whe CiW\ of Fire and
Ice reYealed man\ poZerfXl secreWs Wo Whe kraken, inclXding
legends of his race·s pasW glories and sXbseqXenW decline.
SlarkreWhel·s sWXdies kindled ZiWhin him Whe desire Wo reclaim his
heriWage and Whe poZer dXe Wo one of his kind. He seW aboXW
bXilding an Xndersea empire and raising himself Xp Wo godhood.

In Whe cenWXries WhaW folloZed, SlarkreWhel sloZl\ e[Wended his
WenWacles WhroXgh Whe depWhs of Whe Trackless Sea, creaWing a Zeb of
agenWs and informanWs WhaW fed his insaWiable hXnger for knoZledge.
Those Zho did noW join Whe kraken·s empire, sXch as Whe sea elYes,
Zere driYen forWh from Wheir ancienW seWWlemenWs beneaWh Whe ZaYes
inWo more soXWherl\ ZaWers. Those Zho did, inclXding koalinWhs,
kapoacinWhs, merroZ, sahXagin, and scrags, prospered as fooW
soldiers of Whe cephalopod W\ranW.

In Wime, Whe easWern reaches of Whe kraken·s inÁXence e[Wended
inWo Whe shalloZs along Whe SZord CoasW, and SlarkreWhel, Zell
aZare of Whe YalXe of lore plXndered from Whe sXnken ships of
sXrface dZellers, seW aboXW e[Wending his informaWion neWZork onWo
Whe land. The ÀrsW sXrface-dZelling agenWs of Whe Kraken SocieW\
began Wo appear on shore in Whe Year of Whe Angr\ Sea (1148 DR).
PreYioXsl\ WhoXghW losW aW sea, Whese sailors Zere Zashed ashor
eafWer being rescXed from sinking ships b\ Whe kraken·s agenWs and

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

indXced Wo join Whe Kraken SocieW\. Those Zho declined or
promised false fealW\ Zere enslaYed deep beneaWh Whe ZaYes, Zhile
Whose Zho accepWed prospered as informaWion brokers and
rXmormongers Zho coXnWed WhemselYes lXck\ Wo be aliYe.

The Kraken SocieW\ earned an XnZanWed adYersar\ in Whe Year of
Man\ Bones (1278 DR), Zhen agenWs of Whe King of Whe Trackless
DepWhs ÀrsW discoYered Whe locaWion of legendar\ GaXnWlgr\m. An
e[pediWion Zas organi]ed b\ Whe Kraken SocieW\ Wo plXnder Whis losW
sXbWerranean ciW\, and, in so doing, Whe\ chanced Xpon Whe mind
Áa\ers WhaW dZelW in GaXnWlgr\m·s depWhs. In an aWWempW Wo plXnder
Whe sWorehoXse of lore conWained ZiWhin Whe illiWhid commXniW\·s
elder brain, Whe Krakenar onl\ managed Wo injXre Whe cenWral
conscioXsness, bXW Whe\ did make off ZiWh aW leasW one illiWhid
capWiYe, VesWress.

In Whe Year of ShadoZs (1358 DR), Whe aYaWar of Umberlee
encoXnWered SlarkreWhel in Whe ZaWers off Ascarle. IW is XnknoZn
ZhaW Whe\ discXssed, bXW Whe BiWch QXeen When claimed Whe kraken
as her seraph, and SlarkreWhel, noZ knoZn as Whe Chosen of
Umberlee, has coXnWed her chXrch as close allies eYer since.

In Whe Year of Maidens (1361 DR), Whe Kraken SocieW\·s ploWs
piWWed Whe hXmans of RXaWh\m againsW Whe sea elYes of Whe
sXrroXnding region, making each belieYe WhaW Whe oWher Zas
responsible for aWrociWies againsW Wheir race. The Krakenar hoped Wo
precipiWaWe a disasWroXs conÁicW beWZeen Whe WZo, so as Wo alloZ
LXskan Wo conqXer RXaWh\m and Whe Kraken SocieW\ Wo dominaWe
boWh, giYing SlarkreWhel·s agenWs WZo bases of operaWion and pXWWing
man\ more resoXrces aW Wheir disposal. The ploW failed. The ancienW
song-path beWZeen Ascarle and Q\rinWhar Zas sXndered, and Whe
Kraken SocieW\ Zas forced Wo reWreaW.

Toda\, Whe Xpper reaches of Whe CiW\ of Fire and Ice are rXled b\
VesWress, Whe illiWhid RegenW of Ascarle, on behalf of SlarkreWhel.
The King of Whe Trackless DepWhs mainWains a lair in Whe loZer
reaches of Ascarle, Zhere Whe Wemple of P\ara\ sWill sWands.
Umberlee·s seraph has also bXilW a krakengate in Whe ZaWers of Whe
rXin, alloZing him Wo WransporW himself Wo similar krakengaWes in a
hidden Xndersea caYe beneaWh Whe Whalebones, on Whe sea Áoor
si[W\ miles soXWh of Whe Ice Peak, Whe WriWhing Trench 150 miles
off Whe coasW ZesW of Leilon, or Wo Whe Trench of Lopok in Whe
depWhs of Whe Sea of Fallen SWars. The isles of Trisk and UWheraal
are boWh rXled b\ King Selger of Whe PXrple Rocks, Zho keeps
inWerlopers aZa\ from Whe rXins.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3



JKDFKDONK\Q
The droZ ciW\ of Jhachalkh\n began as a Mi\eriWari safe haYen,
bXilW dXring Whe FirsW CroZn War in -11788 DR in Whe Underdark
deep beneaWh Whe soXWheasWern NeYerZinWer Woods b\ Illefarni
High Mages. Jhachalkh\n began as a spraZling sXbWerranean
groWWo, sXffXsed ZiWh faer]ress. LiW b\ Whe WZinkling of beljXrils,
Zhich adorned Whe caYern roof like sWars in Whe sk\, and Zi]ard Àre,
dancing sheeWs of dim lighW like Whe norWhern lighWs of Whe sXrface
Zorld, Jhachalkh\n became Whe CiW\ of EWernal TZilighW.

ML\HULWDUL HDYHQ (-11788 DR WR -10000 DR)
While Whe CroZn Wars raged in Whe Realms AboYe, Whe Mi\eriWari
refXgees, inclXding boWh dark elYes and green elYes, soXghW Wo
recreaWe Whe beaXW\ of Wheir losW home, nXrWXring all manner of planW
life beneaWh Whe WZiliW sk\ Wo creaWe a foresW of caYe moss, lXXrden
Wrees (also knoZn as bloodfrXiW Wrees), sXssXr Wrees (also knoZn as
deeprooWs), and ]XrkhZood. In addiWion Wo Whe dark elYes, Rilor (as
Whe sXbWerranean ForesW of TZilighW Zas knoZn in elYish) Zas home
Wo YarioXs fe\ races, Zho had also soXghW refXge from Whe Dark
DisasWer, Whe ancesWors of gloXras foXnd WhroXghoXW Whe Underdark
Woda\.

AlWhoXgh Whe Fair Folk of Jhachalkh\n YeneraWed Whe Seldarine
like Whe resW of Wheir sXrface coXsins, Wheir primar\ gods are liWWle
knoZn Woda\ in Whe Realms AboYe. AraleWh LeWheranil, Whe TZilighW
Rider, Zas YeneraWed as Whe elYen god of WZilighW. EilisWraee, Whe
Dark Maiden, Zas YeneraWed as Whe elYen goddess of song, beaXW\,
dance, sZordZork, hXnWing, and Zi]ardÀre. TilYenar, Whe Lord of
Whe Green Flame, Zas YeneraWed as Whe elYen god of earWh and Àre,
Wasked ZiWh ZaWching oYer Whe sXbWerranean laYa ÁoZs WhaW la\
beneaWh Whe rooWs of MoXnW HoWenoZ. Vandria GilmadriWh Zas
YeneraWed as Whe elYen goddess of Zar, grief, jXsWice, and Yigilance.
And Ànall\, VhaeraXn, Whe ShadoZ, Zas YeneraWed as Whe paWron of
scoXWs, Zho e[plored Whe dark WXnnels WhaW led off inWo Whe
Underdark and Whe XnknoZn. (EilisWraee, Vandria, and VhaeraXn
Zere said Wo be Whe offspring of Corellon LareWhian, CreaWor of Whe
ElYes, and AraXshnee, Whe WeaYer.)

TKH DHVFHQW (-10000 DR WR -8921 DR)
Jhachalkh\n WhriYed for nearl\ eighWeen cenWXries, XnWil eYenWs in
Whe Realms AboYe shaWWered Whe life in Whe s\lYan groWWo foreYer. In
-10000 DR, Whe DescenW of Whe DroZ Wransformed all dark elYes
inWo droZ, regardless of ZheWher Whe\ Zere Il\Whiiri demon-
Zorshipers, corrXpWed b\ Whe forked WongXe of Wendonai, or
Mi\eriWari refXgees, liYing Wheir liYes in peacefXl seclXsion in Whe
sXbWerranean depWhs of Whe NorWhdark. Onl\ Whose dark elYes Zho
had assXmed anoWher form prior Wo Whe DescenW escaped Whe CXrse
of Whe Seldarine.

In Whe Zake of Whe DescenW, Jhachalkh\naar socieW\ Zas WhroZn
inWo WXmXlW. Those Zho folloZed TilYenar descended inWo madness,
forming Whe mXrderoXs CXlW of Whe K\rashar (Dark Rose) Zho
WargeWed green elYes for horriÀc sacriÀces. Those Zho folloZed
VhaeraXn slXnk off inWo Whe darkness, Ànding neZ homes in Whe
depWhs. MeanZhile, Whose Zho clXng Wo AraleWh, EilisWraee, and
Vandria aWWempWed Wo defend ZhaW Whe\ had bXilW oYer nearl\ WZo
millennia.

The ÀrsW spasm of open Yiolence occXrred Zhen a sXbseW of
folloZers of Vandria embraced a schismaWic heres\ promXlgaWed b\
ElYraema Fe\, Whe maWriarch of HoXse Fe\-Branche. She adYocaWed
Yengeance againsW Whe Fair Folk of Ar\Yandaar, Zho, in Wheir YieZ,
bore primar\ cXlpabiliW\ for Whe Dark DisasWer and Whe DescenW.

In -9797 DR, ElYraema led a hosW of droZ WhroXgh an ancienW
song-path Wo IiloriYaedon, capiWal ciW\ of Illefarn. Using Whe preWe[W

of Whe Ar\Yandaaran occXpaWion of Illefarn as jXsWiÀcaWion, Whe
droZ of Jhachalkh\n Xnleashed a deYasWaWing aWWack on Whe Illefarni
elYes Zho had giYen Whem sancWXar\ dXring Whe FirsW CroZn War.

In Whe Zake of IiloriYaedon·s sacking, ElYraema·s arm\
conWinXed on Yia Whe song-path Wo Ascarle, hoping Wo reconnecW
ZiWh Wheir Mi\eriWari breWhren in WhaW second safe haYen. To Wheir
sXrprise, Whe\ discoYered Whe Fair Folk of Ascarle had escaped Whe
CXrse of Whe Seldarine, haYing preYioXsl\ Wransformed WhemselYes
inWo sea elYes. ConsXmed ZiWh biWWerness aboXW Wheir faWe,
ElYraema·s arm\ sacked Ascarle as Zell, killing all of Whe
Wransformed Ascarleans Zho Zere noW aZa\ from Whe ciW\ aW WhaW
Wime and claiming iW for Whe droZ.

In Whe cenWXries WhaW folloZed, Jhachalkh\n reclaimed some
measXre of iWs former beaXW\, bXW darkness Zas neYer far aZa\. The
CXlW of K\rashar conWinXed a sWring of green elf mXrders WhaW
serYed as a form of debased Zorship of TilYenar. Dark shadoZs
increasingl\ sWalked Rilor, spies senW b\ Whe e[iled and increasingl\
misog\nisWic ChXrch of VhaeraXn. The ChXrch of Vandria greZ
increasingl\ grim and miliWanW.

WDU RI WKLVSHUV (-8921 DR WR -8706 DR)
HoXse Fe\-Branche reWXrned Wo Jhachalkh\n in -8921 DR, afWer Whe
reWreaW of Whe Sea of MoYing Ice e[posed Whe hidden safe haYen of
Ascarle Wo Whe sXrface Zorld. B\ WhaW Wime, Whe droZ noble hoXses
of Jhachalkh\n had ZiWhdraZn inWo armed camps, and Whe residenW
green elYes Zere liWWle beWWer Whan slaYes. The ciW\·s Wemples Zere aW
Zar among WhemselYes, as Whe faiWhfXl splinWered inWo Zarring
facWions. RXmors qXickl\ spread WhaW HoXse Fe\-Branche had
begXn Zorshiping P\ara\, Whe Whisperer of Impossible SecreWs,
Zho dZelled in Whe depWhs of Whe VasW Deep dXring Wheir cenWXries-
long absence. AroXnd Whis Wime, Whe lasW noble hoXse of green elYes,
HoXse VaralaWh, Áed Whe ciW\ for Whe Realms AboYe.

In -8866 DR, a neZ cXlW emerged amongsW Whis Wo[ic breZ of
inWrigXe. The CXlW of AraXshnee promised Wo resWore Jhachalkh\n·s
XniW\, qXick\ draZing adherenWs from Whe faiWhs of EilisWraee,
Vandria, and VhaeraXn. Soon, Rilor Zas oYerrXn ZiWh spiders,
knoZn as Whe Children of Whe WeaYer, sXmmoned b\ AraXshnee·s
adherenWs Wo ZeaYe Zebs WhroXghoXW Rilor. B\ -8842 DR, open
Zarfare had broken oXW beWZeen Whe CXlW of P\ara\ and Whe CXlW of
AraXshnee. OWher faiWhs soon fell b\ Whe Za\side, as Whe WZo
facWions absorbed nearl\ eYer\ oWher poZer base in Whe ciW\. HoXse
Fe\-Branche emerged as Whe preeminenW noble hoXse of Whe former
alliance, Zhile HoXse Darborl·eWh emerged Wo dominaWe Whe laWWer.

WiWhin a cenWXr\, Whe mask Yeiling boWh cXlWs had been
abandoned, reYealing Whem Wo be Whe CXlW of Dagon and Whe CXlW of
LolWh, respecWiYel\. Demons sWalked Whe sWreeWs and Jhachalkh\n
descended inWo near-anarch\. B\ -8706 DR, Whe green elf
popXlaWion had been Ziped oXW, Whe CXlW of Dagon Zas ascendanW,
and Whe CXlW of LolWh Zas in apparenW reWreaW. HoZeYer, Whe
climacWic Ànal baWWle beWZeen Whe WZo secWs ended in an Xne[pecWed
bloodbaWh, ZiWh Whe CXlW of LolWh preYailing, dXe Wo Whe lasW-minXWe
beWra\al of Whe Whisperer of SecreWs b\ NaWhrae Fe\, Whe maWriarch
of HoXse Fe\-Branche. As an offering Wo Whe Spider QXeen, she
XnYeiled Whe ÀrsW shaedlings, Wransformed fe\ from Rilor pledged Wo
serYe LolWh.

WHDYLQJ WKH WHE (-8706 DR WR -3917 DR)
In Whe Zake of Whe War of Whispers, Whe ChXrch of LolWh organi]ed
Whe ciW\ Xnder a CoXncil of MaWriarchs, ZiWh each of Whe eighW
members boWh a high priesWess of Whe Spider QXeen and Whe head of
a noble hoXse. The iniWial hoXses on Whe coXncil (in ranked order)
inclXded Darborl·eWh, BileriWh, Fe\-Branche, UsranWelar, XanWam,
F\rinWral, YorandXis, and DeVir. HoXse Fe\-Branche Zas ranked
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Whird of Whe sXrYiYing hoXses, haYing risen greaWl\ in LolWh·s faYor
dXe Wo Wheir beWra\al of her riYal and Wheir creaWion of Whe race of fe\
serYiWors of Whe Spider QXeen.

Under Whe rXle of Whe CoXncil of MaWriarchs, Whe CiW\ of EWernal
TZilighW remained relaWiYel\ peacefXl, compared Wo Whe era afWer Whe
DescenW, ZiWh inWernecine Zarfare beWZeen Whe noble hoXses
rXWhlessl\ sXppressed. Worship of oWher gods Zas all bXW rooWed oXW,
XnWil onl\ Whe ChXrch of LolWh Zas openl\ acknoZledged.
HoZeYer, Whe esWablishmenW of Whe ciW\ of Sharandar in -8699 DR
b\ seYeral noble hoXses (inclXding HoXse VaralaWh), folloZed b\
Whe foXnding of Il\anbrXen in -8500 DR, marked Whe reWXrn of Whe
haWed moon and green elYes Wo Whe NeYerZinWer Woods and Whe sWarW
of Xnending hosWiliWies beWZeen Illefarn and Jhachalkh\n.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matriarch Nathrae Fey

In Whe millennia WhaW folloZed, Whe droZ of Jhachalkh\n began a
clandesWine campaign of raids againsW Wheir kin on Whe sXrface.
Nominall\, Whe goal of sXch aWWacks Zas Wo reclaim ancienW
Mi\eriWari WreasXre caches hidden ZiWhin Whe NeYerZinWer Woods
on behalf of Whe dark elYen refXgees b\ Whe Fair Folk of Illefarn
dXring Whe CroZn Wars. HoZeYer, in pracWice, sXch raids simpl\
alloZed Whe droZ Wo YenW Wheir fXr\ oYer Wheir XnjXsW pXnishmenW b\
Whe Seldarine

HoXse UsranWelar, sXpporWed b\ HoXse Fe\-Branche, assXmed
responsibiliW\ for leading sXch aWWacks, bXW Whe Fair Folk of

Il\anbrXen more Whan held Wheir oZn. MXch of Whe acWXal ÀghWing
Zas lefW Wo Wheir bXgbear inÀlWraWors, bred in ÀghWing piWs b\ HoXse
UsranWelar from qXaggoWh and snoZ goblin slaYes. In Wime, boWh
HoXse Fe\-Branche and HoXse UsranWelar began Wo lose Whe Spider
QXeen·s faYor, so HoXse Fe\-Branche acWed boldl\ Wo eliminaWe
Wheir allies in an aWWack boWh Zholl\ Xne[pecWed and compleWel\
sXccessfXl. To fXrWher proYe Wheir lo\alW\ Wo Whe Spider QXeen,
HoXse Fe\-Branche When laXnched a campaign Wo rooW oXW
Zorshipers of GhaXnadaXr WhroXghoXW Whe NorWhdark.

As HoXse UsranWelar Zas Whe ÀrsW member of Whe CoXncil of
MaWriarchs Wo lose iWs posiWion afWer being annihilaWed b\ a riYal
hoXse, iWs desWrXcWion Xnleashed anoWher roXnd of inWernecine
Zarfare among Whe droZ. SXch baWWle cXlminaWed in Whe desWrXcWion
of HoXse F\rinWral, HoXse YorandXis, and man\ lesser hoXses. B\
Whe end of Whis era, Whe CoXncil of MaWriarchs inclXded (in ranked
order) HoXses Darborl·eWh, BileriWh, Fe\-Branche, XanWam, DeVir,
TilaWharal, ElWarann, and Urbelgar.

IO\WKLLUL DLDVSRUD (-3917 DR WR -3717 DR)
In Whe Zake of Whe collapse of Whe greaW caYern of Bhaer\nd\n in
-7600 DR, droZ of Il\Whiiri descenW scaWWered WhroXghoXW Whe
Realms BeloZ. Some migraWed Wo NeWherhoZl, as Whe caYerns
beneaWh Whe WesWern HearWlands are knoZn Woda\, Zhere, in -7513
DR, Whe\ foXnded Whe greaW droZ ciW\ of GoloWhaer, deep beneaWh
ZhaW is noZ ScornXbel.

DroZ merchanW hoXses from GoloWhaer foXnded Er\ndl\n
beneaWh Whe High Moor in -6823 DR, seeking Wo reclaim Whe losW
WreasXres of Mi\eriWar. IniWiall\, Zorship of an\ droZ deiWies Zas
forcibl\ discoXraged in Er\ndl\n, bXW soon Whe faiWhs of
GhaXnadaXr, LolWh, and VhaeraXn Zere openl\ Zorshiped and Whe
ciW\ became diYided inWo Whree greaW facWions.

MeanZhile, GoloWhaer became Zracked ZiWh conÁicW beWZeen
Whe folloZers of LolWh and Whe deYoWees of GhaXnadaXr, resXlWing in
Whe ciW\·s desWrXcWion in -3902 DR. Foreseeing Whe ciW\·s demise,
Men]obarra Whe Kinless led seYen noble families norWhZard inWo
Whe NorWhdark, inWo caYerns noW all WhaW far easW of Jhachalkh\n.
Men]oberran]an, CiW\ of Spiders, Zas foXnded in -3917 DR
beneaWh Whe soXWhern FrosW Hills. Ched Nasad, CiW\ of Shimmering
Webs, Zas foXnded in -3843 DR beneaWh Whe norWhern Gra\peak
MoXnWains. ChaXlssin, Zhich laWer became Whe CiW\ of
W\rmshadoZs, Zas foXnded in -3718 DR beneaWh Whe norWhern Wip
of Whe RaXYin MoXnWains.

FolloZing Whe esWablishmenW of Men]oberran]an, Jhachalkh\n
coXld no longer remain Zholl\ isolaWed from Whe resW of Whe droZ
race. DespiWe Whe eWhnic Wensions beWZeen Whe droZ of Mi\eriWari
and Il\Whiiri heriWage, Wrade beWZeen Men]oberran]an and
Jhachalkh\n began Wo groZ. SXch Wrade relaWions e[panded Wo
inclXde boWh Ched Nasad and Er\ndl\n, and soon Where Zas a
bXrgeoning Wrade in Mi\eriWari anWiqXiWies and elYen slaYes beWZeen
Whe Il\Whiiri droZ of Er\ndl\n and Whe Mi\eriWari droZ of
Jhachalkh\n.

NRUWKGDUN WDUV (-3717 DR WR -1350 DR)
AfWer WZo cenWXries of groZing ZealWh, Jhachalkh\n became
enmeshed in a series of conÁicWs ZiWh Whe SWoXW Folk WhaW came Wo
be knoZn as Whe NorWhdark Wars. The foXnding of WZo shield dZarf
kingdoms in Whe Realms AboYe³HaXnghdannar, esWablished in
4974 DR along Whe SZord CoasW norWh and ZesW of Whe SZord
MoXnWains, and GharraghaXr, a kingdom of shield dZarYes
esWablished in 4819 DR in Whe Mirar riYer Yalle\³eYenWXall\ posed
neZ WhreaWs Wo Jhachalkh\n·s hegemon\ oYer Whe norWhZesWern
NorWhdark. B\ -4000 DR, Whe deepesW mines of Whe SWoXW Folk
reached doZn inWo WXnnels long claimed b\ Whe droZ. B\ -3717 DR,
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WhaW WhreaW had spread Wo Whe Realms BeloZ, ZiWh Whe arriYal of Whe
dXergar, Zho folloZed Wheir shield dZarYen kin norWh Wo foXnd
GracklsWXgh, CiW\ of Blades, on Whe shores of Whe Darklake Wo Whe
easW.

The CoXncil of MaWriarchs reacWed Wo Whese incXrsions ZiWh
alarm, seWWing in moWion a cenWXries-long efforW Wo Xndermine Wheir
enemies, each led b\ a separaWe droZ noble hoXse. HoXse BileriWh
insWigaWed Whe aWWack on GharraghaXr Wo Whe norWh. The BileriWh
maWriarch dispaWched enYo\s Wo Whe icespire ogres of Miraheim,
emplo\ing a campaign of briber\ and selecWiYe assassinaWion Wo
conYince Whe BeasW Folk Wo laXnch a sXrprise aWWack on Whe Vale of
KhedrXn and Whe lands sXrroXnding Whe Iron ToZer of GharraghaXr.
In -3611 DR, an ogre-led horde of orcs erXpWed from Whe Spine of
Whe World, oYerrXnning Whe Realm of GliWWering Gems as Whe droZ
had planned. This sXccess also proYided Whe droZ of Jhachalkh\n
ZiWh a neZ Wrading parWner in neZl\ e[panded Miraheim, Xsing
enslaYed bXgbears as inWermediaries.

HoXse XanWam led Whe campaign againsW Whe Realm of Crashing
WaYes Wo Whe soXWh, bXW ZiWh less sXccess Whan Wheir coXnWerparWs in
HoXse BileriWh. Earl\ efforWs Wo disrXpW dZarYen mining acWiYiWies
ZiWh small bands of bXgbear skirmishers proYed XnsXccessfXl.
EYenWXall\, HoXse BileriWh Wook charge of Whe efforW, Xsing bXgbear
emissaries Wo conYince Whe icespire ogres of Miraheim Wo lead a
ragWag horde of moXnWain orcs, Wrolls, and bXgbears againsW
HaXnghdannar and Il\anbrXen. AlWhoXgh Whe Realm of SilenW
Songs sXrYiYed ZiWh heaY\ losses, Whe Realm of Crashing WaYes
collapsed in -3389 DR Xnder Whe ZeighW of Whe Rabble Horde
Whanks Wo Whe Xnseen hand of Whe droZ.

HoXse DeVir Wook charge of efforWs Wo dislodge Whe dXergar from
Whe shores of Darklake. HoZeYer, Whe DeVir maWriarch soon
conclXded WhaW Whe dXergar made for beWWer Wrading parWners Whan
Whe\ did enemies, e[changing foodsWXffs harYesWed from Rilor for
Zeapons and armor from Whe forges of Whe gre\ dZarYes. In Wime,
HoXse DeVir·s efforWs led Wo Whe esWablishmenW of ManWol-DeriWh
and a large presence in Men]oberran]an. The\ also conWribXWed
greaWl\ Wo Whe spreading mighW of Whe Deepkingdom, proclaimed b\
King Horgar SWeelshadoZ II in -3392 DR.

DespiWe Whe ZealWh sXch Wrade broXghW Wo Jhachalkh\n, Whe
sXccess of HoXse DeVir Xndermined Whe aXWhoriW\ of Whe CoXncil of
MaWriarchs, Zho had collecWiYel\ ordered GracklsWXgh·s
desWrXcWion. UnZilling Wo accede Wo Whis impliciW challenge Wo her
aXWhoriW\, Whe maWriarch of HoXse Darborl·eWh dispaWched agenWs Wo
UrsadXnWhar, Zho began insWigaWing a series of raids b\ qXaggoWh
Zarriors againsW dXergar Wrading caraYans. The gre\ dZarYes
reacWed in a fXr\, crXshing Whe qXaggoWh kingdom in -1803 DR in a
p\rrhic YicWor\. RedXced Wo a barbaric sWaWe and secreWl\ egged on
b\ Whe droZ of HoXse Darborl·eWh, Whe qXaggoWhs reWaliaWed for
generaWions b\ raiding Whe smaller dXergar holdings. OYere[Wended,
Whe dXergar reWreaWed Wime and Wime again. B\ -1350 DR, Whe
Deepkingdom Zas an empire in liWWle more Whan name. HoZeYer,
HoXse DeVir escaped Whe ZraWh of HoXse Darborl·eWh b\
peWiWioning Whe rXling coXncil of Whe CiW\ of Spiders Wo admiW Whem
inWo Whe ranks of Men]oberran]an·s nobiliW\.

B\ Whe end of Whis era, Jhachalkh\n·s CoXncil of MaWriarchs
inclXded (in ranked order) HoXses Darborl·eWh, BileriWh, TilaWharal,
ElWarann, Urbelgar, Jairakaire, XanWam, and Fe\-Branche. HoXse
Fe\-Branche, Zhich had sXffered a WremendoXs loss of sWaWXs as a
resXlW of Wheir failXres in -2532 DR dXring Whe War of FoXr HoXses,
had also esWablished iWself in among Whe nobiliW\ of
Men]oberran]an b\ Whis Wime, bXW a smaller conWingenW of Whe
original hoXse clXng Wo Whe remnanWs of iWs former poZer among
Jhachalkh\n·s CoXncil of MaWriarchs.  
 

TXQQHOV DQG TUDGH (-1350 DR WR 1368 DR)
In Whe Zake of Whe NorWhdark Wars, an ascendenW CiW\ of EWernal
TZilighW emerged as a greaW poZer in Whe Realms BeloZ,
Xnchallenged b\ an\ nearb\ riYals. Once again Wrade began Wo ÁoZ
in earnesW WhroXgh Whe Realms BeloZ, linking Jhachalkh\n Wo
ChaXlssin, Ched Nasad, Er\ndl\n, Men]oberran]an, and droZ
ciWies fXrWher aÀeld. The Jhachalkh\nnar eYen resXmed Wrade ZiWh a
neZl\ chasWened GracklsWXgh.

WiWh increased Wrade came increased compeWiWion among Whe
leading hoXses of Jhachalkh\n, as Whe\ jocke\ed for ZealWh and
sWaWXs. HoXse Jairakaire in parWicXlar hiW Xpon a WacWic of inWerfering
ZiWh Wheir riYals· Wrade roXWes. AfWer qXieWl\ pXrchasing a small
arm\ of minoWaXrs in Whe slaYe markeWs of Men]oberran]an, Whe
Jairakaire maWriarch insWalled Whem in a region of largel\ Xnclaimed
caYerns in Whe limesWone bedrock soXWh and ZesW of Whe Darklake.
Her daXghWers When WaXghW Whe boYine Zarriors Wo call Xpon Whe
demon lord knoZn as BaphomeW, Zho reZarded Whem b\
Wransforming Whe region inWo a ma]e of WXnnels WhaW came Wo be
knoZn as Whe Lab\rinWh. WiWh safe passage WhroXgh Whe ma]e of
WXnnels assXred, HoXse Jairakaire rose rapidl\ in ZealWh and sWaWXs
bXW XnknoZingl\ dreZ Whe ire of LolWh, Zho disapproYed of Wheir
calling on one of her riYals in Whe Ab\ss.

The Spider QXeen reYealed HoXse Jairakaire·s heres\ Wo Whe
maWriarch of HoXse ElWarann, Zho hiW Xpon a ÀWWing form of
reYenge. In Whe Year of QXieW ThXnder (-598 DR), Whe droZ of
HoXse ElWarann acqXired a hosW of baphiWaXr slaYes from Whe
Selskar Order in Whe ToZer of Whe SWar, locaWed amidsW Whe rXins of
AndalbrXin near Whe soXWhZesWern Wip of Whe FrosW Hills. WiWh Whe
aid of droZ scoXWs from HoXse ElWarann, Whe baphiWaXrs laXnched a
Zar of conqXesW againsW Whe minoWaXrs of Whe Lab\rinWh, qXickl\
XniWing Whe scaWWered clans inWo a XniÀed arm\. The baphiWaXrs
called Wheir neZ empire AXrochaar. Soon WhereafWer, HoXse
Jairakaire senW a large merchanW caraYan gXarded b\ man\ of Wheir
Zarriors WhroXgh Whe Lab\rinWh, seeking Wo beaW Wheir riYal hoXses Wo
Whe markeWs of Er\ndl\n. To Wheir sXrprise, Whe armed mighW of
AXrochaar aWWacked Whem oXW of noZhere, Zhile HoXse ElWarann
laXnched a sXrprise aWWack back in Jhachalkh\n. WiWhin a single
nighW, HoXse Jairakaire Zas no more, and HoXse ElWarann had
achieYed greaW faYor in Whe e\es of LolWh.

FDOO RI JKDFKDONK\Q (1368 DR)
The Time of Trade ended abrXpWl\ in Whe Year of Whe Banner (1368
DR), Zhen droZ of Ascarlean descenW inYaded Whe CiW\ of EWernal
TZilighW Yia long-forgoWWen song-paths bXilW b\ Illefarni High
Mages. AlmosW oYernighW, Whe oldesW sXrYiYing ciW\ of Whe droZ Zas
in rXins, iWs popXlaWion pXW Wo Whe sZord. HoZeYer, Whe seeds of
Jhachalkh\n·s desWrXcWion Zere planWed millennia before dXring Whe
sacking of Ascarle.

The fall of Whe CiW\ of EWernal TZilighW began in Whe Year of Whe
Roiling CaXldron (874 DR) afWer Lad\ Maerala MeiriW\n, Clan
Archmage of HoXse MeiriW\n of Whe sea elf kingdom of AXmraXWh
in Whe depWhs of Whe far-off Shining Sea, recoYered Whe legendar\
Orikiira. PlXcked from Whe hold of a CalishiWe merchanW ship en
roXWe Wo Manshaka from SheirWalar dXring a nighWWime raid b\ her
hoXse forces, Whe Orikiira Zas WhoXghW Wo haYe a recording of man\
High Magic riWXals Xsed dXring Whe FirsW CroZn War. B\ Whe Year
of UnfeWWered SecreWs (880 DR), Whe sea elYen archmage had
Xnlocked Whe riWXal Xsed Wo Wransform some of Whe Fair Folk of
Eiell�r, S\orpiir, and Thearn\War inWo sea elYes.

In Whe Year of Whe CXrse (882 DR), in a bid Wo become Whe Lad\
QXeen of AXmraXWh, Lad\ Maerala casW a neZl\ designed riWXal Wo
alloZ her sXpporWers Wo alWernaWe beWZeen sea elf form and Wheir
original dark elf
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ancesWr\. To her horror, Whe sXbjecWs of Whe riWXal Zere resWored Wo
Whe dark elYen form of Wheir Mi\eriWari ancesWors, onl\ Wo
immediaWel\ become droZ dXe Wo Whe CXrse of Whe Seldarine.

In Whe Year of Fell Pearls (887 DR), afWer being driYen oXW of
AXmraXWh, Lad\ Maerala MeiriW\n and her remaining sXpporWers
bXilW a neZ ciW\ of droZ in Whe Seadark ZesW of TharsXlW, Zhich
Whe\ named Maeral\n. The\ When seW aboXW Wr\ing Wo XndersWand Whe
rooW of Wheir WransformaWion, amidsW Whe dail\ sWrXggle Wo sXrYiYe.

In Whe cenWXries WhaW folloZed, Lad\ Maerala began researching
Whe hisWor\ of sea elYes in Whe OXWer Sea along Whe ZesWern coasW of
Faer�n. B\ Whe Year of Whe Dogged Search (1051 DR), Lad\
Maerala had Wraced Whe lineage of AXmraXWhans back Wo losW
Ascarle. In Whe Year of Fro]en Kingdoms (1052 DR), Lad\ Maerala
led an e[pediWion norWh Wo Whe long-losW CiW\ of Fire and Ice, Zhere
she encoXnWered SlarkreWhel, foXnder of Whe Kraken SocieW\. In
e[change for pledging her lo\alW\ Wo Whe ancienW cephalopod, Lad\
Maerala learned WhaW Whe sea elYes of ancienW Ascarle had once been
dark elYen refXgees from Mi\eriWar Zho Zere slaXghWered b\ droZ
from Jhachalkh\n.

Unable Wo reYerse Whe CXrse of Whe Seldarine, Whe droZ of
Maeral\n spenW Whe ne[W seYeral cenWXries planning Wheir reYenge
againsW Whe droZ of Jhachalkh\n, Zhile serYing as SlarkreWhel·s
e\es and ears in Whe Shining Sea. In Whe Year of Whe Banner (1368
DR), Whe Maeral\nnar Xnleashed Wheir long-planned aWWack b\ Za\
of ancienW Illefarni song-paWhs Whe\ had discoYered ZiWh Whe
kraken·s assisWance. The ensXing aWWack Zas boWh Zholl\
Xne[pecWed and oYerZhelming. All bXW a handfXl of
Jhachalkh\naar Zere slaXghWered, leaYing Whe CiW\ of Endless
TZilighW in rXins. The Maeral\nnar reWXrned Wo Wheir isolaWed home
neZl\ enriched ZiWh plXndered magics, inclXding precioXs
Mi\eriWari arWifacWs long gXarded b\ Whe droZ of Jhachalkh\n, albeiW
indebWed Wo Whe greaW kraken lord of Whe Trackless Sea.

TLPH RI RHQHZDO (1368 DR WR PUHVHQW)
AW Whe Wime of Jhachalkh\n·s desWrXcWion, Whe CoXncil of MaWriarchs
inclXded (in ranked order) HoXses Darborl·eWh, BileriWh, ElWarann,
TilaWharal, Urbelgar, XanWam, KXbarlash, and W\narla. Of Whese
eighW, onl\ foXr sXrYiYed Whe aWWack b\ Whe droZ of disWanW
Maeral\n. The handfXl of sXrYiYors of HoXses BileriWh, TilaWharal,

 
Urbelgar, and W\narla joinWl\ pledged Wo rebXild Whe CiW\ of
EWernal TZilighW for Whe glor\ of LolWh. MeanZhile, one former
member of Whe CoXncil, Whe Jhachalkh\n branch of HoXse Fe\-
Branche, Áed inWo e[ile, relocaWing Wo DXnXlWokllXr Xnder YarWar.
MXch redXced in sWrengWh, HoXse Fe\-Branche serYed as a condXiW
beWZeen Whe sXrYiYing Jhachalkh\nnar and Whe oXWside Zorld,
proYiding Whem a sWead\ sXppl\ of slaYes Wo aid in Whe rebXilding of
Whe CiW\ of EWernal TZilighW.

DespiWe efforWs of Whe droZ Wo daWe, Whe rXins of Jhachalkh\n are
sWill oYerrXn ZiWh all manner of monsWers and magical Wraps lefW b\
Whe Maeral\nnar. The efforW Wo clear sXch WhreaWs is going sloZl\,
bXW Whe sXrYiYors are fXeled b\ a cold fXr\ againsW Wheir disWanW kin
and Whe promise of fXWXre Yengeance, eYen if iW Wakes cenWXries Wo
e[acW.
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The War of Four Houses
The War of Four Houses Yas a long-simmering conflict
betYeen four elven noble houses that has flared in
sudden bursts of violence over siZ millennia: the moon
elves of House Riladorn (noY eZtinct), the Lolth-
Yorshiping droY of House Fe[-Branche, the
Ghaundauar-Yorshiping droY of House Noquar (noY
eZtinct), and the Eilistraee-Yorshiping dark elves of
House Veladorn.

In -5992 DR, a chance encounter ineZtricabl[ linked
the destin[ of Rilithar, one of the subkingdoms of
Illefarn after its refounding, Yith the droY cit[ of
Jhachalkh[n, located deep beneath the NeverYinter
Woods, precipitating the War of Four Houses. During a
diplomatic mission from Fiirathal to Sharandar
(Modern: forest headYaters of the GibdraY in the
NeverYinter Woods), capital of Ili[anbruen, Taniluer
Riladorn, elaransum (heir) of Laranlor (ruler) Siltathaar
Riladorn, came upon an elven maiden Yith jet black
skin dancing naked and silentl[ in the moonlight near a
cavemouth in the Ker[mnilath (Modern: Blade Hills).
Although he had been raised Yith stories telling of the
horrific droY assault on Iilorivaedon in -9797 DR,
Taniluer Yas moved b[ the beaut[ of the maidens
dance and began to sing an ancient Illefarni battle-
h[mn in accompaniment, rather than immediatel[
attacking. After the dark elf had finished her dance,
accompanied b[ his soaring voice, the elaransum of
House Riladorn introduced himself. He learned that the
dark elven maidens name Yas Quarra Velastarr, third
daughter of House Velastarr of Jhachalkh[n, a droY cit[
located deep beneath the southeastern NeverYinter
Woods. She eZplained that she had come to the
surface to honor a goddess unknoYn to the scion of
House Riladorn named Eilistraee.

The unlikel[ pair spent a tenda[ together before their
separate obligations forced them to part. At their
leaving, Taniluer gave Quarra his blade, a singing sYord
knoYn as Haeraker[m, through Yhich he recorded the
songs he had taught her, in thanks for her instruction
in the steps of ancient Mi[eritari blade-dances. Neither
kneY at the time that the[ had also conceived a
daughter. Taniluer Yent on to reestablish the art of
bladesinging among the Fair Folk of Rilithar, building
on the blade-dances he had learned from Quarra.
Quarras daughter, Yho she named Er�sseae Veladorn
in quiet acknoYledgement of her parentage, Yent on to
found House Veladorn, a minor house of Jhachalkh[n
that secretl[ Yorshiped the Dark Maiden.

In -4722 DR, Yhispered reports began to spread
throughout Rilithar of shapeshifting oo\es emerging
from the depths of the Sumber Hills, Yho then
slaughtered and replaced the leaders of several
Rilitharan noble families. In response, Laranlor
Raert[nthaar Riladorn led a great host of elven
bladesingers into the depths. There the Rilitharan host
discovered a dark temple of the Elder Elemental E[e,
established b[ Ghaunadaur-Yorshiping droY of House
Noquar from the cit[ of Er[ndl[n, located deep beneath
the High Moor. After turning to That Which Lurks in a

bid to advance their status, House Noquar sought a
place of poYer Yhere the[ could practice their faith in
secret.

In the ensuing battle, the forces of Rilithar might Yell
have been overYhelmed b[ the droY-led host of
sentient oo\es and slimes, if not for the arrival of a
Yholl[ separate attacking force from beloY. B[ chance,
an armed force from Jhachalkh[n, led b[ House Fe[-
Branche and supported b[ House DeVir and House
Veladorn, had come up from the depths to attack the
Yorshipers of That Which Lurks, Yhose ver[ eZistence
Yas an affront to Lolth, the Queen of Spiders, at the
ver[ same time.

The ensuing Battle of the Elder Elemental E[e saY the
nigh-complete destruction of Ghaunadaurs folloYers
(although a small number of droY from House Noquar
escaped) and ver[ nearl[ led to fighting betYeen the
droY of Jhachalkh[n and the Fair Folk of Rilithar.
HoYever, Quave Veladorn,leader of House Veladorns
contingent, brokered a temporar[ truce betYeen the
tYo factions, Yith the tactical support of House DeVir,
Yho sought to undermine their higher-ranked rivals,
much to the frustration of House Fe[-Branche, Yhose
leaders saY the opportunit[ to advance their houses
standing in the e[es of Lolth b[ slaughtering surface
elves. For his part, Laranlor Raert[nthaar agreed to the
truce after recogni\ing that his counterpart Yielded
Haeraker[m, the long-vanished Rilatharan sYord of
state, seeing it as a sign of peace from the Seldarine.

In -2532 DR, the matron mother of House Fe[-Branche
made a bold move to advance the status of her house
b[ eZecuting a daring plot against the hated surface
elves. DroY Yarriors launched a series of raids against
the Fair Folk of Laerenrel from a redoubt constructed
near the surface in the Caverns of ShadoY. As planned,
the droY fora[s dreY a fearsome counterattack, led b[
Rilithars daring laranlor, Il[thaarn Riladorn. As the
surface elves charged in, the dark elves melted aYa[
into the shadoYs, causing the Fair Folk to blunder
through a planar breach into the ShadoYfell, Yhere
the[ quickl[ lost track of their location. House Fe[-
Branches forces then unleashed a gloom of
nightshades to destro[ the surface elves in an org[ of
destruction.

House Fe[-Branches strateg[ might Yell have Yorked
if not for the intervention of House Veladorn, Yhich
had gotten Yind of their rivals plot. Priestesses of the
Dark Maiden reached the Caverns of ShadoY soon after
the battle had begun and called upon Eilistraee to
create a shaft of moonlight amidst the planar breach
before disappearing into the night. With the Dark
Maidens enduring light as their guide, the Yarriors of
Rilithar managed to fight their Ya[ back to the planar
breach and return to the Realms, although Il[thaarn and
his three eldest sons sacrificed themselves to save
their felloY elves. Enraged at the loss of their promised
pre[, the nightshades then turned on House Fe[-
Branche, inflicting mass casualties on their ranks.
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In the Yake of the Battle of the Moonshaft, House Fe[-
Branche suffered a tremendous loss of status in
Jhachalkh[n, driving man[ members of the famil[ into
eZile in the cit[ of Men\oberran\an. MeanYhile House
Veladorn rose in status in Jhachalkh[n, despite their
hidden Yorship of the Dark Maiden, for the chaos
caused b[ their treacher[ secretl[ pleased the Queen
of Spiders.

In the Year of Glittering Coins (-582 DR), the last
laranlor of Rilithar died in battle Yith a horde of orcs
and trolls, marking the apparent end of House Riladorn.
While the Realm of the Singing SYord continued under
the Circle of SYordsongs, it quickl[ became apparent
that Rilithar Yould fade aYa[ Yithout an heir to the
Lord of Leaves. In hopes of discovering a forgotten
heir, Coronal S[glaeth Audark cast a poYerful
divination. To his surprise, his magic revealed a droY
famil[ directl[ descended from House Riladorn, one
that had indirectl[ pla[ed a crucial role in safeguarding
the Realm of Singing SYords in centuries past.

In the Year of Tolling (-207 DR), Yithout alerting
Rilithars Circle of SYordsongs, Coronal S[glaeth
created a poYerful spellsong, one that Yould serve as
both an invitation and a guide to the scions of Taniluer.
He hoped it Yould lead a dark elven heir dedicated to
the Dark Maiden to Fiirathal to be evaluated b[ the
noble houses of Rilithar, Yho might otherYise dismiss
such a candidate Yithout consideration. While
S[glaeths spell Yas successful, Lolth caught Yind of it
and tYisted it Yithin her Yebs. Instead of reaching
LiNeerla[ Veladorn, the matron mother of House
Veladorn, as intended, the chaos-loving Spider Queen
ensured that the message Yas received instead b[
Fel[ndiira Fe[, the matron mother of House Fe[-
Branche.

Sensing an opportunit[ to advance in Lolths favor,
Fel[ndiira Yas quick to folloY the coronals song-path,
dispatching all of her children to Fiirathal in a lightning-
quick assault in the Year of ElfsorroYs (-206 DR). The
fur[ of the dark elves Yas sYift and brutal, leading to
the death of Illefarns last coronal and man[ of his
attendants.

Among the man[ elven treasures stolen b[ scions of
House Fe[-Branche ere their return to Jhachalkh[n Yas
the Audark tarlspira (croYn of Illefarn), Yhich the[
brought back to sacrifice to the Spider Queen.
HoYever, in so doing, the[ dreY the attention of the
matron mother of House Veladorn, as her blade
Haeraker[m Yas one of the nine sYords linked to the
Audark tarlspira at the coronation of Lad[ N[anthaara
Audark in -8500 DR. In a bold bid that amused the
Spider Queen, House Veladorn ambushed the
returning scions of House Fe[-Branche, claiming the
stolen croYn of Illefarn before the[ could reach House
Fe[-Branches compound and private shrine to Lolth.
Once again, House Fe[-Branche eZperienced a
tremendous loss of status in the e[es of the Spider
Queen. In the centuries that folloYed, LiNeerla[ and
her kin continued to maintain their Lolth-Yorshiping
fa�ade, Yhile secretl[ venerating the Dark Maiden.
HoYever, LiNeerla[s eldest daughter and heir, Ilir[\tara
Veladorn, Yho personall[ guarded the Audark tarlspira,
became increasingl[ consumed Yith a deep longing to
return to the surface Yorld.

After her mothers death in the Year of the AYakening
W[rm (767 DR), Ilir[\tara became the matron mother
of House Veladorn. As per custom, the ruling council
summoned the neYl[ chosen (and pregnant) matron
mother of House Veladorn to their presence and
demanded that she bend her knee in obe[ance to Lolth
or be eZiled. To their shock, Ilir[\tara refused, choosing
banishment for her house over continuing a life of
endless deception.

The ensuing months Yere eZtremel[ difficult for House
Veladorn, for Lolths folloYers began hunting them as
soon as the[ left Jhachalkh[n proper. Although Ilir[\tara
managed to keep most of the house alive as the[
searched for a neY home, her unborn child did not
survive. Instead, the goddesses M[stra and Eilistraee
sYapped the lifeless babe for the unborn child of Elu�
Silverhand, n�e Shundar, half-elven mother of siZ
human daughters Yho Yould all become Chosen of
M[stra.

In time, Ilir[\tara and her folloYers arrived in a cavern
lined Yith shimmering Yalls of silver beneath the
northern SYord Mountains (due north of the dungeon
of Southkr[pt and due Yest of W[vern Tor) Yhich the[
named Bui[rand[n. There, Ilir[\tara gave birth to
Er�sseae Qilu� Veladorn, a dark elven child Yho Yould
become the seventh of the Seven Sisters, Chosen of
M[stra and Eilistraee, heir to the vacant throne of
Rilithar, and Yielder of Haeraker[m.

Qilu� and her pla[mates left Bui[rand[n in the Year of
the Moaning Gorge (786 DR) for Undermountain.
There the[ launched a daring attack on the Pit of
Ghaunadaur, Yhere the droY of House Noquar had
established a second place of poYer after the fall of
their temple beneath the Sumber Hills, using Yeapons
and fighting techniques first tested in battle thirt[-
three centuries before.

In the meantime, the Jhachalkh[n branch of House Fe[-
Branche sloYl[ claYed their Ya[ back into Lolths favor.
In the Year of Sudden SorroYs (941 DR), Ilivarra Fe[,
the neYl[ elevated matron mother of House Fe[-
Branche, manipulated the illithids of Phanlinksal
(located deep beneath the LurkYood) into attacking
Bui[rand[n. Although the illithids >suffered
tremendous losses, the forces of House Veladorn Yere
overYhelmed, and Bui[rand[n Yas lost. HoYever, there
must have been at least one survivor, for the Audark
tarlspira disappeared during the fighting. House Fe[-
Branche advanced quickl[ in status, but the Spider
Queen made clear that she still eZpected the croYn of
Illefarn as an offering.

In the Year of the Circling Vulture (942 DR), Yord
reached Ilvarra Fe[ that the Audark tarlspira had been
spotted someYhere along the SYord Coast in the
Realms Above. Desperate to finall[ recover the artifact
her famil[ had long ago pledged to sacrifice to Lolth,
the matron mother of House Fe[-Branche launched a
series of surface raids to recover the artifact. The most
infamous raid led to the death of Devinarn IronaZe,
arcroYn (king) of Dardath. Although the famil[
acquired numerous slaves and man[ precious treasures
from their attacks, the[ failed once again to acquire the
Audark tarlspira, Yhich had seemingl[ vanished Yithout
a trace.



THXUPDXUDHO
TeXrmaXrael Zas an isolaWed and Win\ realm of gold elYes bXilW near
Whe headZaWers of Whe RiYer SXrbrin amidsW a range of peaks WhaW
came Wo be knoZn as Whe Moondark MoXnWains. AfWer iWs brief bXW
Wragic hisWor\, iW brieÁ\ became a safe haYen for Mi\eriWari dark
elYes before being abandoned Wo iWs cXrsed legac\.

TKH MRRQGDUNV (-25400 DR WR -25080 DR)
Millennia ago (circa -25400 DR), a small band of gold elYes, led b\
Whe \oXng prince DXroWhil and one moon elf, Sharlario
MoonÁoZer, Áed Whe desWrXcWion of Whe island kingdom of
TinWageer on Wheir home Zorld of Faerie folloZing a caWacl\smic
baWWle WhaW Xnleashed Whe poZer of Whe raging sea on Wheir homeland.
BonnalXrie, Whe island·s onl\ sXrYiYing priesWess of Angharradh,
casW a high magic riWXal knoZn as a Seeking Wo Ànd a place of
poZer similar Wo Whe one on Zhich she sWood. AW Whe cosW of her life,
BonnalXrie opened a porWal Wo anoWher Zorld, one WhaW Whe Fair Folk
named Faer�n, Whe One Land, aW a place of poZer (Modern: The
Glade of Life) in Whe shadoZ of a range of WoZering moXnWains
(Modern: SWar MoXnWs) WhaW had been scorched b\ dragonÀre.

DXroWhil·s folloZers Zere noW Whe ÀrsW elYes in Whis neZ Zorld,
for Where had been oWher crossings from Faerie before Whem. Tribes
of aYariel, aqXaWic elYes, green elYes, dark elYes, and l\Whari had
alread\ passed oYer and scaWWered across Whe One Land. The neZ
arriYals soon foXnd WhemselYes in baWWle ZiWh Whe greaW red Z\rm
MahaWnarWorian, knoZn Wo Whe green elYes as MasWer of Whe
MoXnWains. DXroWhil Zas knocked oXW in Whe iniWial aWWack and
Yanished for man\ \ears (spenW Zandering ZiWh Whe l\Whari in Whe
norWhern Zoods). Sharlario MoonÁoZer Zas saYed b\ aYariel and
When foXghW alongside Whe Zinged elYes in Wheir magical, hidden
moXnWainWop Aerie Wo banish MahaWnarWorian from Whe norWhern
moXnWains for Whree cenWXries.

Sharlario Zas noW alone in Whis endeaYor, for his baWWle againsW Whe
MasWer of Whe MoXnWains garnered Whe aWWenWion of Talaerlo
´Moondarkµ TeXrmaXr, his consorW BelaerraXna TeXrmaXr, and
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foXr oWhers Zho Zere among Whe original ÀfW\ elYes Zho had
crossed oYer from TinWageer. Talaerlo Xsed magic Wo Ànd Sharlario
and Whe aYariel, and Whe si[ gold elYes WraYelled Wo Aerie Wo help
Whem defeaW Whe greaW red Z\rm and banish him from Wheir
Zoodlands. BXW Zhile Sharlario reWXrned Wo Whe elYes of TinWageer
as a hero, Talaerlo and his folloZers decided noW Wo reWXrn as Whe\
WhoXghW WhaW becoming fXrWher enmeshed in Whe doings of Faer�n
ZoXld XlWimaWel\ lead Wo disasWer. These si[ gold elYes preferred Wo
shXW WhemselYes aZa\ from Whe Zorld, bXild Wheir oZn socieW\ in
Whe remoWe norWhern Zilderness, and deYoWe WhemselYes Wo
perfecWing magic, so Whe\ coXld neYer be WhreaWened again b\
fearsome foes sXch as Whe MasWer of Whe MoXnWains.

In -25395 DR, Talaerlo and his folloZers seWWled in amidsW a
do]en small peaks (Modern: Moondark MoXnWains) nesWled amid
mXch higher moXnWains (Modern: Spine of Whe World) aW Whe
headZaWers of a greaW riYer (Modern: RiYer SXrbrin). The\ called
Wheir isolaWed realm TeXrmaXrael, afWer Wheir charismaWic leader, and
bXilW si[ greaW forWresses, Whe CiWadels of TeXrmaXrael. Soon Wheir
nXmbers greZ Wo si[Ween, and Whe TeXrmaXraelen liYed in
conWenWmenW, groZing sWrong in Whe ArW and caring liWWle for Whe
doings of oWher elYes.

In Whe \ears WhaW folloZed, TinWageer·s oWher gold elYes mingled
ZiWh Whe local green elYes, groZing in sWrengWh and nXmber. While
Sharlario Zandered far and Zide recrXiWing allies Wo ÀghW againsW
Whe greaW red Z\rm Xpon his eYenWXal reWXrn, Whe moon elf·s
descendanWs kepW proXdl\ Wo WhemselYes and sWroYe Wo planW Whe
seeds of Wheir magic, arWs, and cXlWXre in Whe foresW.

When MahaWnarWorian·s banishmenW ended circa 25100 DR,
Sharlario and his son CornaiWh MoonÁoZer Zere aZa\ on a YisiW Wo
Whe greaW soXWhern ciW\ of AWorrnash b\ Whe Ba\ of Whe Banshee.
DXroWhil, Zho had b\ When reWXrned from his long sojoXrn ZiWh Whe
l\Whari, confronWed Whe MasWer of MoXnWains alone. Using Whe poZer
of GhaXnadaXr Wo creaWe a cXbe of YiscoXs, green slime, Whe proXd
gold elf mage managed Wo bind Whe Zings and claZs of Whe greaW red
Z\rm and force him inWo sXbmission again. HoZeYer, raWher Whan
anoWher period of banishmenW, Whe Werms of Whe greaW red Z\rm·s
sXbdXal Zere MahaWnarWorian·s freedom and Whe sacriÀce of Whe life
of an elf³Sharlario MoonÁoZer³Wo GhaXnadaXr in e[change for
a silYer dragon egg sWolen from Whe silYer dragons Wo Whe norWh and
WZenW\ \ears of peace.

As MahaWnarWorian ÁeZ norWh, Whe silYer dragons of
NorlornYerWhakal roXsed WhemselYes from slXmber Wo baWWle Wheir
ancienW foe. FirsW among Whem Zas VolaXrace, QXeen of Whe NorWh
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Having lost the Spider Queens favor [et again,
House Fe[-Branche fled into eZile to plot their
resurgence.

In recent [ears, the Jhachalkh[n branch of House
Fe[-Branche has established itself in the fallen
dYarven stronghold of Dunultokllur (beneath
Yartar), Yhere the[ have built an eZtensive slave-
trading operation. B[ fortuitous happenstance, their
fall from grace enabled them to survive the surprise
destruction of Jhachalkh[n in the Year of the
Banner (1368 DR). MeanYhile, after centuries
spent patrolling the passageYa[s around the Pit of
Ghaunadaur in Undermountain, the children of
Bui[rand[n established the Promenade, a temple of
Eilistraee, in the Year of the Harp (1355 DR),
holding their oYn against a counterattack b[ House
Noquar in the Year of the Banner (1368 DR) Yith
the aid of Laeral Silverhand Arunsun. Finall[, the
Audark tarlspira remains lost, much to the
frustration of the Spider Queen. HoYever, the
scions of House Veladorn and House Fe[-Branche
continue their hunt for the missing Illefarni regalia.



Wind, Zho had jXsW giYen birWh Wo a clXWch of silYer dragon eggs.
AfWer Whe MasWer of MoXnWains Wore WhroXgh Whe ranks of Clan
SilYerZing, Whe greaW silYer Z\rm rose Xp slXggishl\ Wo do baWWle.
AfWer an aerial baWWle WhaW ranged Whe lengWh and breadWh of Whe
norWhern moXnWains, VolaXrace Zas lefW e[haXsWed and Xnable Wo
defend herself. Grabbing Whe greaW silYer Z\rm in his claZs, sWill
encrXsWed ZiWh Whe YiscoXs green slime of GhaXnadaXr,
MahaWnarWorian droYe her doZnZard, impaling his foe on Whe peak
of a greaW moXnWain (Modern: Dalagar·s Dagger).

MahaWnarWorian ZoXld haYe sXrel\ dispaWched Whe QXeen of Whe
NorWh Wind, if noW for Whe Wimel\ inWerYenWion of Whe
TeXrmaXraelen, Zhose ciWadels Wransformed inWo sk\ships WhaW rose
Xp Wo confronW Whe MasWer of MoXnWains. InsWead of engaging ZiWh
Whe elYes and Wheir aerial ships, MahaWnarWorian ÁeZ off Wo
VolaXrace·s lair, Zhere he reWrieYed Whe promised egg (and
desWro\ed Whe resW of Whe clXWch). The greaW red Z\rm When deliYered
VolaXrace·s egg Wo DXroWhil before heading soXWh inWo WZenW\ \ears
of e[ile.

OYer Whe ne[W WZenW\ \ears, DXroWhil and Sharlario Zorked
WogeWher Wo raise Whe neZl\ haWched silYer dragon, Zho DXroWhil
named SilYer\Zing, afWer her clan name. HoZeYer, Zhen
MahaWnarWorian came Wo collecW on his debW, DXroWhil killed Whe
MasWer of MoXnWains b\ sacriÀcing himself insWead (WhXs nominall\
fXlÀlling his pledge Wo GhaXnadaXr), alloZing Sharlario Wo sXrYiYe
and Wrain Whe ne[W generaWion of dragon riders, Zho recrXiWed sWeeds
from among Whe scaWWered silYer dragons of NorlornYerWhakal.

DXring Whe same period, Talaerlo and BelaerraXna sloZl\ nXrsed
VolaXrace back Wo healWh, alWhoXgh Whe lingering WainW of
GhaXnadaXr·s slime³Wransferred from MahaWnarWorian·s Walons³
neYer WrXl\ healed. While Wending Wo VolaXrace, Talaerlo became
conYinced and increasingl\ obsessed ZiWh ZhaW he saZ as Whe
desWin\ of sXperior elYes³Zhich Zas Wo breed ZiWh dragons, and so
become mighWier as a race (b\ acqXiring Whe afÀniW\ for magic
some dragons possess). GraWefXl for Talaerlo·s minisWraWions,
VolaXrace relXcWanWl\ agreed Wo maWe ZiWh him, boWh in elYen and
draconic form, WhXs inWermingling Wheir bloodlines.

All bXW one member of Whe Moondark commXniW\ WhoXghW
Talaerlo·s obsession Zas boWh cra]\ and repXgnanW. UlWimaWel\,
circa -25080 DR, foXrWeen elYes hasWil\ deparWed in one of Whe si[
sk\ships, Zhile Talaerlo Moondark Zas oWherZise engaged ZiWh
VolaXrace and as his lo\al consorW, BelaerraXna Moondark,
sobbingl\ Wried Wo sWop Whem.

TDODHUOR'V SFLRQV (-25080 DR WR -24464 DR)
In Whe Zake of his kin·s deparWXre, Talaerlo and VolaXrace moYed
forZard ZiWh his aWWempWs Wo breed a neZ race of ´silYer elYes,µ
Zhile Talaerlo and BelaerraXna also had children of Wheir oZn.
HoZeYer, Zhile VolaXrace·s half-dragon offspring (conceiYed Zhen
Whe greaW silYer Z\rm Zas in elYen form) did sXrYiYe, all of Whe
draconic progen\ of Talaerlo and VolaXrace (conceiYed Zhen he
Zas in draconic form Xsing shapechange spells), Zere sWillborn.

UnbeknoZnsW Wo Tarlaerlo or VolaXrace, Whe greaW silYer Z\rm·s
blood had been corrXpWed b\ GhaXnadaXr, and Whe half-dragon
elYes born of Tarlaerlo·s Xnion ZiWh VolaXrace Zere WainWed, ZiWh
man\ proYing inferWile. (Those Zho Zere inferWile, \eW skilled in Whe
ArW, ofWen became baelnorns.) NeiWher Talaerlo nor BelaerraXna
XndersWood Whe corrXpWion WhaW hid ZiWhin Whe blood of VolaXrace·s
offspring, and WhXs Zhen Whe ferWile offspring of VolaXrace cross-
bred ZiWh BelaerraXna·s children, Whe second generaWion of ´silYer
elYesµ acqXired ´Whe TainWµ Wo some degree as Zell.

OYer Wime, VolaXrace sloZl\ descended inWo madness, ZheWher
dXe Wo Whe inÁXence of ThaW Which LXrks, despair oYer Whe loss of
her eggs Wo MahaWnarWorian, or remorse oYer Whe resXlWs of her

Xnions ZiWh Tarlaerlo. In -24464 DR, VolaXrace abrXpWl\ WXrned on
her elYen loYer Zhile in congress, Wransforming inWo her naWXral
form and blasWing him ZiWh her ic\ breaWh. In desperaWion, Tarlaerlo
managed Wo plXnge a dagger inWo her hearW b\ Za\ of Whe old ZoXnd
lefW b\ MahaWnarWorian before Whe greaW silYer Z\rm crXshed his
bod\ ZiWh her bXlk.

LaWer WhaW da\, Zhen BelaerraXna came Wo check on Tarlaerlo, Whe
QXeen of Whe NorWh Wind had Yanished, haYing arisen from deaWh
as an Xndead monsWer in Whe serYice of GhaXnadaXr and When
reWreaWed inWo Whe depWhs, leaYing his crXshed, iceboXnd corpse for
his ZidoZ Wo Ànd. In Whe monWhs WhaW folloZed, BelaerraXna
descended inWo madness, forcing her offspring Wo place her in
magical sWasis in hopes of healing her mind. While Whe half-silYer
dragon baelnorns kepW ZaWch oYer Wheir laWe faWher·s Zife, Whe
children of BelaerraXna and Tarlaerlo and Wheir ´silYer elfµ progen\
lefW TeXrmaXrael and made Wheir Za\ back Wo Whe neZl\ foXnded
ciWies of Whe moon and gold elYes.

The TeXrmaXr bloodlines sWill rXn WhroXgh Whe Fair Folk, so, eYen
Woda\, cerWain elYes and half-elYes, XWWerl\ ignoranW of Wheir heriWage
³called "Whe TainW" b\ some elYes, and "Zild WalenWs" b\ cerWain
hXman sages of Whe ArW³ma\ in momenWs of sWress e[hibiW
Xnreliable, XnpredicWable magical poZers (e[amples inclXde Whe
earth glide and submerge poZers of a [orn, alWhoXgh YarioXs Wales
claim a hXge range of poZers, from mighW\ spellcasWings Wo
ongoing shapechanging.)

BDWWOH RI WKH DDUNHQHG MRRQ (-11796 DR)
In Whe millennia WhaW folloZed, Whe ÀYe remaining CiWadels of
TeXrmaXrael sWood XndisWXrbed, gXarded b\ baelnorns and monsWers
Xnder Wheir conWrol. GradXall\, Whe locaWion of Whe Moondark
MoXnWains Zas forgoWWen b\ Whe Fair Folk, and Whe siWe drifWed inWo
legend XnWil -11796 DR Zhen TeXrmaXrael Zas rediscoYered b\ Whe
diYinaWions of Whe elYes. The High Mages of Illefarn WhoXghW WhaW
Whe CiWadels of TeXrmaXrael mighW Zell serYe as an appropriaWe safe
haYen, and a large groXp of Mi\eriWari refXgees Zas senW Wo Whe
long-abandoned norWhern forWresses Wo esWablish a neZ home in
secreW jXsW be\ond Whe reach of Ar\Yandaar·s armies. The neZ
arriYals Zere Zelcomed b\ Whe baelnorn, and, folloZing Wheir
direcWions, Whe Illefarni High Mages freed BelaerraXna TeXrmaXr
from stasis, gradXall\ resWoring her saniW\.

LaWer WhaW \ear, disasWer came qXickl\ in Whe form of
Ar\Yandaar·s armies, Zhose Wroops Zere alerWed b\ Ar\Yandaaran
High Mages Wo Whe locaWion of Whe Mi\eriWari refXgees and
dispaWched Wo Whe norWhern moXnWains in order Wo capWXre Whe elYen
fXgiWiYes. The arriYal of Whe haWed gold elYes precipiWaWed a piWched
baWWle³Whe BaWWle of Whe Darkened Moon³beWZeen Whe
Ar\Yandaaran soldiers and Whe Mi\eriWari refXgees, WhaW inYolYed
Whe desperaWe Xse of one of Whe ÀYe sk\ships (Zhich When crashed
on a hillWop in Whe foresW beloZ (Modern: Sk\doZn Crag).

Ar\Yandaar·s armies ZoXld haYe XndoXbWedl\ preYailed ZiWh
ease, if noW for Whe Zholl\ Xne[pecWed arriYal of an Xndead greaW
silYer Z\rm Zho bXrsW forWh from Whe Àeld of baWWle Wo la\ ZasWe Wo
all Whe combaWanWs, especiall\ Whe gold elYes. The ZraWh of
VolaXrace Zas as qXick as iW Zas Xne[pecWed. WiWhin a maWWer of
hoXrs, all Whe Fair Folk of Ar\Yandaar la\ dead, killed b\ Whe
QXeen of Whe NorWh Wind. MosW of Whe Mi\eriWari refXgees ZoXld
haYe died as Zell, if noW for Whe Xne[pecWed aid of silYer dragons of
Clan SilYerZing from VersinhXrWh, a moXnWainoXs domain seW in a
beaXWifXl Yale in Whe hearW of Whe Shaeradim (Modern: EYereska),
Zho droYe VolaXrace back inWo Whe depWhs.

In Whe end, Whe feZ Mi\eriWari sXrYiYors reWXrned Wo Illefarn
before Áeeing Wo oWher safe haYens, and Whe silYer dragons of
VersinhXrWh reWXrned Wo Whe Shaeradim, ZiWh BelaerraXna TeXrmaXr
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Volaurace
Corrupted b[ the seed of Ghaunadaur, circa -25080
DR, the ¯Queen of the North Wind° (CE undead female
great silver Y[rm) has lurked beneath the Spine of the
World for millennia as a fell, malicious undead dragon
that can take dragon, elf, or human form at Yill.
Rendered Versveshmaekris Ar Norl Thraeguth in
draconic, the Queen of the North Wind endures as a
Yholl[ corrupted servitor of That Which Lurks,
Yandering the caverns beneath the Spine of the World
observing, thinking, and plotting the doYnfall of all
gold elves, Yherever the[ ma[ Yander.

In the millennia since the Battle of the Darkened Moon,
Volaurace is thought to have bent man[ orc and frost
giant tribes to her Yill and bred scalamagdrions to act
as guardians of her man[ hoards. She has silentl[
manipulated generation upon generation of Yhite
dragons to serve her aims and ambitions. Toda[, she is
the puppetmaster Yho pulls the strings of Arauthator
and other Yhite dragons of the Utter North. Creepil[,
she continues to eZperiment on captured elves Yho
happen to fall Yithin her grasp, most of Yhom are
adventurers seeking to locate and eZplore the
Moondark Mountains.

The Queen of the North Wind, as she still st[les
herself, has been so successful at hiding her eZistence,
that feY sages even suspect such an undead horror
lurks at the heart of man[ strange goings-on in the
Spine of the World. Perhaps the onl[ currentl[ living
creature to have divined that someone or something is
controlling man[ of the inhabitants of the northern
mountains is Tulrun ¯the Tiger Mage,° and thus
Volaurace is doing ever[thing she can to have him
eliminated, save for revealing her eZistence or identit[
to the Yorld at large.

Tulrun unknoYingl[ dreY the undead dragons ire Yhen
he killed Sneighfanglen and her brood, beginning in the
Year of Cold ClaYs (940 DR). The SpaYn of Auril, as
Sneighfanglen Yas knoYn, Yas an unYitting servant of
Volaurace, and the Queen of the North Wind could not
let that attack go unpunished. In the Year of the
Snarling Dragon (1279 DR), Volaurace initiated an
ongoing series of attacks against Tulrun, but the
unintended consequence of her vendetta is that he has
deduced that some fell poYer lurks behind the series
of attacks on him.



in WoZ. The lasW of Whe TeXrmaXraelen bXried her long-dead hXsband
beneaWh Whe hill WhaW noZ bears his name (Modern: Moondark Hill
in EYereska), and When dZelW qXieWl\ alongside Whe silYer dragons
for a nXmber of \ears before being snaWched alofW one moonliW nighW
b\ a greaW silYer Z\rm, neYer Wo be seen again. All WhaW remains of
TeXrmaXrael are foXr ciWadels gXarded b\ half-silYer dragon
baelnorns, and Whe monsWers Whe\ conWrol.

RK\PDQWKLLQ
The CiW\ of Hope is also a haYen for Whe lasW dark elYes of
Mi\eriWar, bXW iW has no connecWion Wo Whe long-ago haYens offered
b\ I\iliWar NarlaWha ´Whe DragonqXeenµ AXglaWhla of Illefarn.
Rh\manWhiin Zas consWrXcWed on Whe e[acW spoW once occXpied b\
Whe Mi\eriWari ciW\ of Faer'Wel'miir, and Whe place Zere nineW\ dark
elf Zi]ards and a Wrio of High Mages of Mi\eriWar Wried Wo ÀghW Whe
killing sWorm WhaW creaWed Whe Dark DisasWer, XlWimaWel\
Wransforming WhemselYes inWo Whe elder sharn.

 
The Wale of Whe CiW\ of Hope and iWs eYenWXal rebirWh is Wold b\
SWeYen E. Schend in Whe noYel Blackstaff. An\ fXrWher deWails
regarding iWs hisWor\ and sWaWXs are lefW Wo WhaW illXsWrioXs sage Wo
reYeal.
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This work is the result of yet more endless debate and discussion
between Eric L. Boyd and George Krashos. Once again it was
written by researching countless game products and novels, and
trying to weave together many little tidbits of Realmslore. Thanks
go to Steven Schend and Ed Greenwood for creating so much of the
Realmslore tapestry that gave life to the dark elves of Faerûn.

DeVign: Eric L. Bo\d  
AddiWional DeVign: George Krashos  
EdiWoUial AVViVWance: Cameron SWiehl  
La\oXW: George Krashos  
AUW/AUWiVWV: Dean Spencer (CoYer; NaWhrae Fe\), Pi[aba\
(SlarkreWhel; Lad\ Maerala MeiriW\n; VolaXrace), James Welch
(Fe\-Branche s\mbol; NoqXar s\mbol; Veladorn s\mbol), DMs
GXild ResoXrces (Sharn).

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, D&D, Wizards of the Coast,
Forgotten Realms, the dragon ampersand, Player·s Handbook,
Monster Manual, Dungeon Master·s Guide, D&D Adventurers
League, all other Wizards of the Coast product names, and their
respective logos are trademarks of Wizards of the Coast in the USA
and other countries. All characters and their distinctive likenesses
are property of Wizards of the Coast. This material is protected
under the copyright laws of the United States of America. Any
reproduction or unauthorized use of the material or artwork
contained herein is prohibited without the express written
permission of Wizards of the Coast. �2016 Wizards of the Coast
LLC, PO Box 707, Renton, WA 98057-0707, USA. Manufactured by
Hasbro SA, Rue Emile-Boéchat 31, 2800 Delémont, CH.
Represented by Hasbro Europe, 4 The Square, Stockley Park,
Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB11 1ET, UK.

12


